Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:          Acts 2:1-21, 40-41 (Pg. 159 N.T. Pew Bible) 
                                        Ed Dobbin , Lay Reader  
          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                   “When the Wind Blows”     
   Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                    “Pass It On”                             Page 309
   *Benediction   
     (After Pastor gives Benediction Congregation sings the following hymn)                                      
                               “Grace, Love and Fellowship”                           Page 606
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 28, 2023, Pentecost Sunday!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS FOR Greeters for May 28 and June 4: Susan Faust, Donna Novinger, and To be announced. June 11 and 18th: Dale Faust, Christine Campbell, Bonita Heddings.
LAY READERS: May 28 - Scott Miller; June 4 - Gerry Wiest; June 11 - Sharon Fetterhoff; June 18 - Rachael Bryson. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: May 28 - Donna Novinger; June 4 & June 11- Ken Bechtel; June 18 & 25 - Ed Dobbin. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One.  We will begin Season Two of “The Chosen” after we finish Season One. Please join us.
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                                  May 28, 2023

 Pentecost Sunday 
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

May 28, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - Pentecost Sunday

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Seth Guertin                   

L:  Bless the Lord, O my soul.
P:  You are clothed with honor and majesty.

L:  You make the winds your messengers,

P:  fire and flame your ministers.

L:  You send forth your Spirit, and all is made new. 

P:  May the glory of the Lord endure forever. Amen.
L:  Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -               “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”        Page 252   
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, as we come to this time of worship, we confess that we have missed the movement of your Spirit in our lives and in your world. We fear we have not been a Spirit-led church; we’ve grown comfortable with our familiar habits and routines and we’re afraid to give them up. When we cling to our ways and the safety of familiar paths, wake us up, shake us up, heat us up, and breathe your life into us. Walk with us, God, and give us the courage to follow the way that is lit by the fire of your Spirit. On this Day of Pentecost, we pray for the courage to ride the winds of change and be a living witness to your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon            
The Psalm: 104:24-34, 35b (Responsive)                                  
  L: How many are your works Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
P: There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number--living things both large and small.
L:  There the ships go to and fro, and Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.
P: All creatures look to you to give them their food at the proper time.
L: When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things.
P: When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to dust.
L: When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground.
P: May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works--
L:  he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, who touches the mountains, and they smoke.
P: I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
L: May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the Lord.

P: Praise the Lord, my soul. Praise the Lord.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

We believe by the power of your creating Spirit you brought the worlds into being, and you breathe the breath of life into every living thing, forming us in your image.  We believe that from heaven you sent your baptizing Spirit upon your own beloved Son and anointed Him as the bearer of your salvation, that all who are baptized into His life and death and resurrection may share in the new life Christ offers the world.  We believe that with the rush of a mighty wind your Spirit founded the church on Pentecost, and by that same Spirit you continually shower upon us a multitude of spiritual gifts, renewing and empowering your church to continue Christ’s work of preaching and teaching and healing. THIS WE BELIEVE!
Hymn -       “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                  Page 259
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
     CHURCH CALENDAR
May  28 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May 29 - Memorial Day Holiday- Church offices are closed
June   4 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Sue Faust, Leon Shaffer

June 5 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

June 6 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

June 11 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Elders will meet tomorrow night June 5th at 7:00PM.

Deacons will meet Tuesday June 6th at 7:00PM

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 13th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Toasted cheese sandwich, Tomato soup, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. June 8th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

  Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
  Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
  Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
  Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are beginning to review candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

June 10th SUMMER CRAFT/VENDOR FESTIVAL has been cancelled as we do not have enough craft/vendor people to have it. 
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Randy Byerly, (Hosp, Matt Byerly’s dad); *Diane Shaffer, (Home); Barbara (Home) & Dennis Croutharmel; Gloria Duttry and Family;  Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Chuck Bisking; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
          2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are beginning to collect donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. It may seem early but lots of donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), composition books, notebooks,rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 11th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help sort clothing can do so in the choir room before July 11th.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.                   
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotion for May 28, 2023

Invocation:

Lord, we come together this morning to celebrate the birthday of the Church with the outpouring of Your Holy Spirit.  May this day be a new Pentecost – a day in which you put a new heart with us; a day in which our spirits will be revived and our enthusiasm will be renewed.  Through our worship, Lord, equip us for service and send us out to change Your world.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Acts 2:1-21, 40-41   Responsive Scripture: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Sermon:



“When the Wind Blows”

Before Jesus was taken back up into heaven He told His disciples to “wait” for the gift His Father had promised.  He said, “John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  So, they returned to Jerusalem to the Upper Room where they had been staying.  We are told they “joined together in constant prayer.”  They also cast lots to choose an apostle to replace Judas – Judas the one who had betrayed Jesus.  And they waited expectantly for this gift Jesus had promised.  There is no way they could have known what to expect for they had not experienced it yet.  They trusted and believed something big was going to happen, but what?  

Earlier, before Jesus was crucified and resurrected He had said to the disciples that after He is gone God the Father will give them “another Counselor” to be with them forever – the Spirit of truth.  He said that this “Spirit of truth” will live with them and be in them.  And because Christ lives they will live also.  

Then He said that “the Counselor, the Holy Spirit” will teach them all things and remind them of everything Jesus told them and that they will have peace.

He also said “the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father will testify” about Him, and you – meaning the disciples – must also testify.

What do you suppose you would have made of that if you had been one of the first disciples?  Whatever they made of it, no matter how little of it they understood, they had come to believe that Jesus could be trusted . . . and so . . . they waited.  And they only had to wait a little while until, on the Day of Pentecost, which was a Jewish Feast celebrating the first fruits of the harvest – they literally became those first fruits!

“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed like tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them . . . ” and . . .  “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit.”  

This is the same Spirit that hovered over the waters in the beginning of Genesis before God created the heavens and the earth.  It’s the same Spirit God breathed into the clay He used to form the first humans in His image—and thus, bringing them to life.  It’s the same Holy Spirit God promised to “pour out” in the last days.  It’s the same Spirit Jesus told Nicodemus about when He said a person must be born again in order to enter the kingdom of God.  “The wind blows wherever it pleases,” Jesus told him, “You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Yes, on the Day of Pentecost, the new Creation began.  The disciples, the first fruits of the Spirit, were born of God.  All things became new.  That frightened group of men and women who had been in hiding in fear of ending up in the same way as the Crucified Lord, ran out into the streets and told the crowds: “God has made . . . Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  And when the people heard this they were cut to the heart because the Spirit was blowing and the Truth was being shared.  This is what we celebrate today.  It is the beginning of the Holy Spirit taking up residence in human beings like you and I.  It is the beginning of the Church.  It is the beginning of a new movement—the movement of God – which would in just a few short years, take the world by storm.

What is it about the Holy Spirit that changes people?  What is it about the Holy Spirit that gives power to the powerless?  What is it about the Holy Spirit that transforms hearts and lives in such ways that people who receive it become new – become children of God?

I was listening to a speaker a while back.  He said from a young age he suffered from debilitating fear and depression.  When he got a little older, he got help from a counselor.  Finally, his counselor threw up his arms and said to him: “You are the weakest man I have ever met.”  A few years later, the Holy Spirit blew in this man’s direction, and he was open to it.  He received it.  He was born again.  And his life took on new meaning.  He had a reason to live and a story to tell.  And boy, did he share his story that day!  But at the end of his presentation, he said, “As I stand here I remain a very scared man.”  He added, “I still suffer from depression.”  Then he said, “I am still the weakest human being in the world.  But this has become my ministry.”  And that, my friends is what the Holy Spirit can do to us human beings.  

The Apostle Paul proclaimed “For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  When Peter went out into the street to preach on the first Pentecost morning, he hadn’t prewritten his sermon.  He hadn’t planned what he was going to say to the thousands of people who gathered.  As a matter of fact, if anyone had told him a few minutes earlier what he would be saying and who he would be saying it to he wouldn’t have believed them.

For, this Peter is the same man who crumbled in fear on the night Jesus was arrested.  He couldn’t even bring himself to admit to a servant girl that he even knew Jesus.  And now, here he is telling those who put Jesus to death that they are guilty of murdering God.  And we are told that “those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 3,000 people” were born of the Holy Spirit that day.  It was the work of the Holy Spirit!  There is no other explanation.  Peter was simply the willing vessel through which God’s message was proclaimed.  On his own, Peter couldn’t have done that—wouldn’t have done that.  He’d still be in the house with the other disciples.  And as a result, nothing would have changed.  

But Peter had been prepared.  He had waited for the Spirit as Jesus had commanded.  He had prayed with the others continually.  And when the wind blew the Spirit entered Peter and the world changed.  And the result of the Fall of humankind began to be reversed.  Those who were once dead came to life.  And the Children of God began to, once again, populate the earth.  You know, it is by grace through faith that we are saved.  We aren’t saved by anything we can do on our own.  We aren’t saved because we are born into a particular family or have the right color of hair.  We aren’t saved by anything we can do on our own.  No, “it is the work of God.”  And the work of God is that He took on flesh, became one of us, died and rose again . . . and then sent His Holy Spirit into the world for all who will receive Him.  And to all who will believe, He begins to mold us into His image to become His people and live the lives we were created to live.

I know it’s hard to believe when we think about who we are and what we have done, but you and I and everyone who has ever lived are the apple of God’s eye.

He laid down His life in order to reclaim us as His own.  And then, He sends His Holy Spirit our way.  And when it comes, we are given the opportunity to choose whether or not we will accept it, receive it, be born of it and become Children of God.

This new life in Christ doesn’t solve all our problems, but it does give us the strength and the will to turn our problems and short-comings into our ministries through which we bless others.  Everyone has problems.  We are all handicapped in one way or another.  We all have some ugly places in our lives.  But when God’s Spirit blows our way, God can turn those ugly places into beautiful places.

Isn’t it just like God to turn our weaknesses into strengths?  For it is more often than not because of our weaknesses that we turn to God and accept God’s invitation of new life in the first place.

What are the weak places in your life?  What do you struggle with?  How has God used those weaknesses to bring you to Him?  How has God used your weaknesses to minister to others?  I think God uses our weaknesses because that is where it is most evident that we need God’s help.  This is where we must most fully and completely rely on God to overcome and be triumphant.  And the more we rely on God the better our lives become.  The more we rely on God, the more we find ourselves loving God and loving others.  The more we rely on God and the less we rely on our own natures – the more we are transformed into the image of Christ.

Do we become perfect in the sense that we no longer have weaknesses?  No, certainly not.  And as soon as we might be tricked into thinking this is the case, we will stumble, trip and fall over our pride.  That’s exactly what happened to Peter the night Jesus was arrested.  “I will never abandon you Lord.”  “I will never deny you.”  But the prideful, overzealous, unpredictable and, at the same time, fearful Simon Peter, well, he became the first leader and spokesperson for God’s Church.

Look what God can do. 

Notice on the Day of Pentecost that the Holy Spirit blew through the entire room where the disciples were sitting.  And then they saw what looked like tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  As the Church of Jesus Christ, we are a corporate body upon which the Holy Spirit blows.  We are also made up of individuals, each of whom the Spirit has come to rest and indwell in our own unique lives and fill our own unique places of weakness.  Without the Spirit we are nothing.  With the Spirit we can do all things.  We are all weak.  But if we rely fully on the Holy Spirit God has given us we are all strong.  We get in trouble when we try to do it alone.  We need the Spirit and we need one another.

We may be weak and even a mess at times, but we are a mess with a mission and love in our heart.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

O Holy and Righteous God, you are the divine Spirit.  In the power of Your Spirit You invite us to worship You and to receive Your presence in our lives.  We can know You in Spirit, just as truly as the disciples knew Jesus on the shores of Galilee, if we surrender ourselves to You.  Help us to be aware of how much we need the Holy Spirit in our lives to teach us how to pray, to direct our daily choices, to inspire our creativity, to see visions of what is yet to be. 

As on the Day of Pentecost, we pray that we may be transformed by Your Spirit’s coming upon us, taking away our fear, and making us bold to face a sin filled world. 

We pray now for all Your people, near and far; for those who are lost and stumbling through life with no direction and no knowledge of Christ – May the Holy Spirit stir within their hearts.  We pray for those who need Your healing and grace.  Draw close to them and surround them with Your love.

Lord God, help us to maintain Your church as a place where the gospel is faithfully preached and taught, where the sacraments are administered, and where all grow in the fullness of Christ our Lord.   And now we commit these things to Jesus, who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

And now go forth and live by the Power of the Holy Spirit.  In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
